BPCA MISSION: Preservation of Lake Onalaska and the Black River Bottoms
Minutes of the July 22, 2009 BPCA Meeting
The meeting was called to order and chaired by Leif Tolokken. Minutes of the June meeting were approved as distributed and the treasurer’s report was accepted.
We had no guest speaker, but instead watched a DVD about Eagles.
Bluebird Report: Leif Marking mentioned that the 1st fledging season was so-so, but the 2nd season was much better. 
There is a possibility of a three season. Please get your reports to Leif Marking before the end of August.
Wood Duck Report: John Wetzel has the 2008 nesting/hatching data completed and published.
White Swamp Oak Tree Planting:  One of the foresters from the Army Corps of Engineers took a look at the elm trees that Marc planted. About 50% of them germinated. Also, we need folks to pick up white swamp oak acorns this fall before the wildlife get to them. Only about 10% of the black swamp oak germinated.
Cormorant Island:  John Wetzel issued his final report.  One nest hatched and there were about 3-4 abandoned nest. It appears that whatever is predating is honing in on the hens and not necessarily the eggs.
BPCA Property Master Plan: BPCA has been contacted to see if we would be interested in sell wood from our lot across the Lytle’s road from the clubhouse.  Mike Lanquist has indicated that some trees need to be removed. The new septic, power lines, telephone line, etc. need to be mapped out on the BPCA property.

Septic System:  A big thanks to Joe Kawatski for coordinating this effort. The area now needs to be dragged and then planted in grass seed in September.
Purple Loosestrife: Surveys need to be done in halfway creek marsh and Sommer’s Chute.
Bike Trail cleanup: Lois Larson would like us to do some trimming on trees that are coming up under the large bridge span that crossed the black river.

Waterfowl Flyway Plan: This year there will be a 1 canvasback limit.  We will again have a 60 day season. The flyway is looking at a woodcock plan.

BPCA 50th Anniversary Fishing Derby:  Next year is our 50th anniversary and we should come up with some special give-a-ways.  Please look in catalogs for trinkets, etc.

AB138:  This bill being introduced in the Wisconsin house is to reestablish the DNR Secretary as being appointed by the conservation board and not by the Governor.  This would ensure that the position isn’t tied to politic and that the person appointed would actually be qualified.  BPCA is sending a letter.  Motion was passed unanimously to send the letter.

Rosebud Island:  The Island is slowly eroding away on the North end.  Rip rap will be added as part of the federal stimulus package.

Lunch was provided by Dan & Gail Filzen.
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