BPCA MISSION: Preservation of Lake Onalaska and the Black River Bottoms
Minutes of the August 26, 2009 BPCA Meeting
The meeting was called to order and chaired by Leif Tolokken. Minutes of the July meeting were approved as distributed and the treasurer’s report was accepted.
We had no guest speaker, but instead watched a DVD that Leif Marking has made showing a wood duck hatch behind his house on the prairie.
Steve Johnson reported that over 150 bikers showed up for the Brice Prairie Bike Time Trial and all bikers had great comments about how well the race was organized and the big turn out of volunteers (over 100). Steve presented BPCA with a $2000 check.  Part of the time trail proceeds will be used to improve Swarthout Park.
Bluebird Report: Leif Marking says he as all but 4-5 bluebird reports. Sparrows, wrens and swallows were a problem this year.  BPCA might come close to 5000 fledglings.
Wood Duck Report: We will have a wood duck house work night from 4 pm - ? on Wednesday, September 9th with the board meeting following. Leif Marking mentioned that he has notice that the wood duck and merganser production has been low.  What are others experiencing?
White Swamp Oak/Elm Tree Planting:  The 700 trees that were planted on Rosebud Island this past spring are doing very good.  So far, we have only lost 17 trees. Also, we need folks to pick up white swamp oak acorns this fall before the wildlife get to them. We have several hundred elm trees that germinated this past spring. We should be able to plant them in the backwaters next spring.
BPCA Property Master Plan: Mike Lanquist and Marc Schultz have mapped out the new septic, power lines, telephone line, etc. on the BPCA property map.

Septic System Landscaping:  We will plant some grass seed next spring.  We still need to move the brush pile so that the Town of Onalaska can chip it. Drag brush to street on Tuesday, September 8th.
Purple Loosestrife: Next year we should pull up some purple loosestrife trees and raise some beetles.  Marc will see if the scouts would be interested in helping.
Well:  A motion was made to spend no more than $4500 to put in a new well.
BPCA 50th Anniversary Fishing Derby:  Next year is our 50th anniversary and we should come up with some special give-a-ways.  Some ideas discussed included small knives (need to be careful because kids participate in derby as well), can coolers, LED flashlights.  Motion was made no to spend more than $1000 on give-a-ways.  Ron Page was asked to see if we could get a bigger tent than last year.
Lunch was provided by Mike and Nita Lanquist.
Upcoming …...  
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