BPCA MISSION: Preservation of Lake Onalaska and the Black River Bottoms
Minutes of the May 27, 2009 BPCA Meeting
The meeting was called to order and chaired by Leif Tolokken. Minutes of the April meeting were approved as distributed and the treasurer’s report was accepted. 
We had no guest speaker, but instead watched a DVD about Raptors and how they fly.
Bluebird Report: Leif Marking mentioned that last year’s bluebird fledging report would be published in the spring issue of BRAW (Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin). He is noticing that there seem to be a bigger problem with sparrows this year.  If you are having problems with sparrow contact Fred Craig on how to trap them. Also, Leif is seeing a problem with wrens killing young bluebirds.  Leif Marking and Fred Craig will be attending the BRAW board meeting in Stevens Point on June 6th and will both give a bluebird project demonstration on June 13th at the Kickapoo River Valley Reserve.
Wood Duck Report: Seven houses were sold recently. It seems this year that there is more nesting along the Mississippi River and less in the back waters.  Leif Marking has had good success with wood ducks laying eggs and he had a chance to film a wood duck hen leading ducklings out of the nest. Our wire welder is holding up progress on welding the ¾” thick round solid stock to the flat ¼” thick stock. We still need to set up a work day.

White Swamp Oak Tree Planting:  Oak trees are growing well on dike. We are getting approximately 500 Dutch Elm disease Elm tress seeds.  We need to plant these soon.  Also, we need folks to pick up white swamp oak acorns this fall before the wildlife get to them.
Cormorant Island:  John Wetzel could not find any active nests on the island. It would be best to set up the trail cameras on an active nest.  If none can be found, then we may have to establish a dummy nest to see what predators are visiting the island. John suspects there are otters raiding duck nests.
Septic System:  Joe Kawatski did some digging around the clubhouse and found the sewer outlet pipe to the existing septic tank.
Purple Loosestrife: We still need to do some trimming around the purple loosestrife sign on the bike trail, but we should wait until fall when the oak wilt subsides.

BPCA Master Property Plan: Mike Lanquist stated that some trees need to be cut and some trees have oak wilt.  We should look into having a firewood sale. Mike mentioned that now would be a good time to map out the location of the septic system, well location, power lines, etc. on the property so that in the future everyone knows where everything is located.

Turkey Contest: Leif Tolokken won this year’s contest.

Steve Johnson spoke to the members about the upcoming Brice Prairie bike time trial and running race. He needs help setting up starting around noon on Thursday, June 25th and finishing on Friday, June 26th. Friday night from 4-8 pm is the time trail registration (over 200 registered already) and a spaghetti supper.  There will be a sunrise paddle down the Black River starting at Lytle’s Landing at 6:30 am on Saturday, June 27th. There will be a volunteer meeting at 8:00 am on Saturday, June 27th with the time trial beginning at 9:10 am on the same day. Then Sunday, June 28th will be the Morris Running Road Race 5 & 10 K Challenge followed by a pancake breakfast.  Needless to say, we need a lot of volunteers. If you can help out please contact Gail Filzen.  Remember that BPCA is a sponsor of this event and that 25% of the profits go to BPCA for projects.
Lunch was provided by Fred and Mary Craig.

Upcoming …...  
June 27 – 28. Brice Prairie Bike Time Trail, Running Race and sunrise paddle 

June 25th at 7 PM Annual La Crosse County Conservation Alliance Waterfowler’s meeting  in the Basement Auditorium of the La Crosse County HHS building 300 4th St N
2009/2010 BPCA Officers/Board List
  


Leif Tolokken, President - 09

386-2675
 (ltolokken@hotmail.com)



Leif Marking, Vice President, - 10
781-0323
 (lcmarking@riverland.org) 

Al Daus, Secretary - 10


783-9520
(cdaus9520@charter.net)



Pete Tabor, Treasurer - 09

783-1305
 (pgtabor@charter.net)
   


Marc Schultz - 10


781-1662
 (schultzma@charter.net)
Fred Craig - 09



526-2221
 (marycraig@centurytel.net )

Mike Lanquist - 10


783-8364
(mlanquist@centurytel.net)




BPCA Wed Site:     www.briceprairieconservation.org
