BPCA MISSION: Preservation of Lake Onalaska and the Black River Bottoms
Minutes of the June 24, 2009 BPCA Meeting
The meeting was called to order and chaired by Leif Tolokken. Minutes of the May meeting were approved as distributed and the treasurer’s report was accepted. Questions were raised as to why the fees to install a septic system were so high ($1000). Joe stated that the government had to get paid as well.
We had no guest speaker, but instead watched a DVD about Eagles.
Bluebird Report: Leif Marking mentioned that the fledging season is getting better. It should be roughly as good as 2007. Leif has received reports that bluebirds have been seen kicking swallows and their out of bluebird houses. John Wetzel mentioned that he has been seen doing the same things to wrens. It appears that fledglings are staying in the nest longer than normal.
Wood Duck Report: John Wetzel almost has the 2008 nesting/hatching data completed and ready for publication June 17th was a workday. Only 3 members worked, but they did get some houses completed. We need to cut more wood duck house bottoms. Fred Craig mentioned that the club might want to consider getting rid of items that are no longer used.  He cited the sandblaster as a good example.
White Swamp Oak Tree Planting:  Marc planted a few swamp oak trees. He also planted elm trees. About 50% of them germinated. Soon, they will have to be weeded.  Also, we need folks to pick up white swamp oak acorns this fall before the wildlife get to them.
Cormorant Island:  John Wetzel found a few more nests on the island. The camera is set up and hopefully, we will be able to get a picture of whatever is raiding the nests.
Septic System:  Joe Kawatski stated that he was quite upset with the septic permit fees, which he felt were excessive. The system goes in on 6/25/09.
Purple Loosestrife: Surveys need to be done in halfway creek marsh and Sommer’s Chute.
Bike Trail cleanup will be at 5:00 pm before the Wed, July 8th board meeting.
Lunch was provided by Alan and Cathy Daus.

Upcoming …...  
June 27 – 28. Brice Prairie Bike Time Trail, Running Race and sunrise paddle 

June 25th at 7 PM Annual La Crosse County Conservation Alliance Waterfowler’s meeting  in the Basement Auditorium of the La Crosse County HHS building 300 4th St N
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